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Published for the Off Trail ibgataine Publisher a Association ( OHPA )• In 
addition to 0M?A circulation 35 copies are distributed FBIE to various fane. 
These 3fi fans are requested to mail me a Poet Card «ith their name & address 
on it, if they desire POOKA #3, This is to insure their interest in pooka.

A check mark here denotes tho fact that thia Kill ^e your last 
copy of POOKA unless I receive a post Card 
from you, Iio hard feelings,,,I merely assume 
that POOKA does not interest you A will send 
your reserved copy to someone else.



THE UNREAL ME
BY

RUSS WINTER BOTH AYA

pg 2

Y. hen anyone asks, "Are you the B. B. T inter bo tham who used to write dcience- 
fletion about 20 years ago ?" I nave a feeling that I am a has-been. Maybe I am.

Sr. E, xl. Smith, when he met me at the Cleveland Convention last Septan! er, aaidf 
"I1 vo been reading your stuff for 35 year el" I've been writing that long, but 
not science fiction.

iJy professional career, if this is a profession started Khan I was 13 as a news­
paper carrier. I earned enough to buy a printing press and become a printer. 
Then I forgot my objective and vent tc the University of Kansas to become a doctor.

Fate has a way of catching up with us Then »g make a mistake. I got 15 hours of 
B's two and a half years later, I packed ny grip and with less than ilD in my 
pocket vent to Kansas city to get a newspaper Job. There were five papers there, 
but none of them hired me. I lived in a £ a week room, with no extra charge for 
bedbugs, and ate discarded oookiea handed out the back door of a cookie manufact­
uring place. ' hen I was flat broke, I met a friend who had been fired from a
grocery store, who in better times had managed to acrape together enough for a
Model T Ford. We Junked the Ford for J15, ate a steak dinner and burned our way
back to Central Kansas, where we lived, I was sick with influenza and exposure,
possibly with a little starvation mixed In, but when I recovered the editor of 
the local paper gave me a Jeb.

Before that I started writing, in 1920, I had a poem published in Kansas ( a dry 
State), bemoaning prohibition. It was entitled "The Last prink of Summer", I had 
contributed to The Sour 0*1, the University's campus humor magazine ihich was 
supposed to be very salty but was really only Freudian.

I returned to the University of Kansas and graduated, not as a medic, but doing 
odd Jobs for new epaper a and bo ?n. In 1927, learning that Chicago published the 
greatest newspaper in the world, I went there, I fell asleep on the £1, was 
awakened at Evanston, and settled for the eeconG greatest paper, the now defunct 
Evanston News Index,

It was soon in financial difficulties and I vent to Girard, Kansas, to work for 
B, Haldeman-Julius, to edit a magazine called the Debunker, and to do other Jobe, 
He published my first book, "Lindbergh, Hero of the Air", and my second and third 
and probably a great many more—I forget.

In 1931, I wenc to work for the Pittsburgh, Kansas, Gun, and was married in 
1932. in Girard I had sold some humor to Ned Pinea, of College Rumor, and new 
I started writing fiction. In 1935, I sold my first short story, "The Star That 

T ould Not Behave," to F, Orlln Tremaine, editor of ASTOUNDING. From that time 
on, I wrote incessantly* Too much for good writing.
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Stun Uoskouitz tails me 1 have one distinction, of doubtful value, I vas the 
only writer to have stories in the one and only issue of “Plash Gordon Hagazlne", 
I wrote both of the stories In tliat issue, one under the name of R, B. Botham, 
Don't read them.

I alar wrote about 50 children's books for Whitman Publishing Company, I wrote 
Yesternd, Science Fiction, newspaper features, and I held a Job as a newspaper 
reporter, My day began at 10 a«m, and ended at 2 aom, The reason was the 
birth of my daughter, ajiid complications In 1936, I had a $500 doctor and 
hospital bill to pay and I paid it off, bought a nets car and a non typewriter 
and didn't owe a soul a year after she v.as born,

I urote a great deal from 19</7 to 1942 and I authored a comic strip, "captain 
Midnight," syndicated by the Chicago Sun, and some comic bock material, X 
contacted NBA Service of Cleveland, hoping for more comic strip work and. was 
hired full time* For several years I authored "Captain Easy," and “fled Ryder", 
adventure and cowboy coaic strips respectively.

In 1949 I became fiction editor of KEA, a post I still hold. In 19&0, KHA asked 
me to create a science fiction strip, “Chris Welkin", which ma appears only on 
Sunday, but started as a daily,

I have no idea now much I've written. I expect I hold rights cn about 50 to 100 
short stories, but there were many many more that I sold outright and raaarved 
nothing and I have no record of these. During my peak, I remember one year in
thich I produced two million words. Usually I wrote about a million words a
year, counting my newspaper and comic strip work, Now I write less than a quarter 
nf a million and very little of it, except armies, is fiction, l,m pecking away 
at a novel which should be finished before I960, Then I hope to die with my 
boots on. Later, if I can help it, timn 1960

I authored some historical strips last fall, dealing with frontier characters, 
“Daniel Boone," “Kit Carson," and "Wild Bill Hickok," These brought more fan 
mail, including letters from descendants of Bcona and Carson, than anything I 
ever wrote,

liy family never reads my stories because they share the opinion of a vast num— 
ber of others, that they are not literature. But I like my work, I«m my great­
est fan. And I'll keep writing them, by God, as long as I live,

—Russ Linterbotham, R. Re Winter, R, B. Botham, R. Ra Vlnterbotham, Russ 
Wlnterbottcm, Aunt Jeggy, Slmjn Bradford and a dozen othsr names I forget.

)ili«>i>wM»u»aiiiiiimiiiiiii ■■■■■■....... .....
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Science Fiction storiea of R. R. v interbotham as compiled by Don Day

Biojraphical Sketch jjnazing Stories Jan 1939
M " , Photo ^mazing Stories Apr ID 39

M 11 Fantastic Adventures Jan 1940
Captives Of The Void Fantastic Adv. Jan 1940
Cepheid planet Super Science Nov 1940

Clouds Over Uranus Ketounuing liar 1937
Dead i Ian’s planet planet Stories Fall 1941
Disappearing Sun Jarvel Science St, Aug 1939
dinlelll Astounding July 1937
The Element of Logic Astonishing Stories Aug 1940

Equation For Time Comet St or lee Dec 1940
Tne Fourth Dynasty astounding Dec 193d
Genettis! Planet Sum 1941
Gladsome Planet Science Fiction Q, May 1953
Interplanetary Graveyard Amazing Jan 1939

Invent Or D'.e Astonishing Sept 1941
J Itterbug Stirring Stories June 1941
Linked Toride Astounding Jan 1937
Madness On Luna Amazing Apr 1939
Jeusage From Venue Comet Jan 1941

The Llonetar That Threatened The Universe Planet Spring 1941
Old ilan J [ar a Future April 1942
Gridin’s Formula planet 2 [arch 1943
Procession Of Suns Astound!ng Hay 1936
Perfect Discipline S-F C.uar ter ly Aug 1955

The Psycho Power .luest Astound! ng Feb 1936
The Second Hoon Liar v el Feb 1939
The Secret Of The Rocks Astound!ng Dec 1937
Specialization Astounding Aug 1937
Spore Trappers Astounding May 1937

The Star Th&tVould Not Behave Astounding Aug 1935
Status 'uo Future Apr 1941
The Thought-Feeders Future Oct 1941
Tne Thought^en Of Mercury Planet Fall 1942
The Time Maker Future Aug 1941

The Train That Vanished Astounding July 1936
The Lhlsparing Spheres Comet July 1941

A Ccmmlttee 1b a group of the unfit, chosen by the unwilling, to do the unnecessary.
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VAN! LIST

Hard cover books by TIFFANY THAYEH PLAYBOY MAGAZINE

The Illustrious Corpse 
Three Sheet 
The Cluck Abroad 
Little Dog Lost 
Call Her Savage 
V hen Barknese Came

19^3 Dec
1954 Jan,
1955 Jan,

Feb, Mar, Apr, July, DM 
liar

Doc Savage 
Spider 
Operator #5 
Secret 6
Dime Detective 
Oriental Tales 
Secret Agent X

Dime J^etery 
Shadow
Bill Bernea 
Octopus 
Dr, Death 
Magic Carpet 
Strange Tales

Dr, Yen Sin 
Terror t&Im 
Horror Stories 
Spicy Detective 
Spicy Mystery 
Spicy Adventure 
Strange stories

Information wanted on the following magasines

ADZING ST OP IBS ^aBTJRLY. ..Tliff Davis editions, Any information as to volume 
numbers ( Vol 1-1 was Fall, 1940 ), eto a ill be appreciated. The last one I 
have la dated Spring, 1950, I'd like to find out Just how many came out & dates,

DUE DETECTIVE.• .11 started some time in 1931, I’d like to pin dovn the dates of 
the 1931 & 1932 issues.

DOC SAVAGE.. .Need information for the year 1947, V ant dates, volume numbers A 
title of lead novel.

ESQUIRE..,v ant information on #1 issue. This came out in 1933 as a quarterly 
for the 1st issue.

***•»•»**

Additional duplicates I have for saleASTOUNDING
1939 Jan, July, Nov
1940 Feb, Dec
1941 Jan, Mar, July, Sept

XX>XXXXX^>»XXXAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAX2.AAXXXXX 
OOOOOOi'JOOC;jJOUJJJOOOOOOJOOuOU<JOOOOGOOOOOO 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXaAAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAX

’« ant to subscribe to X SCI-NCJ FICTION ?

In 195? we'll get Blog & Snog in the London fog.
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This year'a LUU-ESICON, as you till note, has bean moved to the Cincinnati area* 
It la an attempt to satisfy the desires of the majority by offering! housing under 
1 roof; acceae to commercial airlines; and since 90^ attending arrive by car, it 
la a catering to the motorist.

The NORTH PLAZA 1UTALL is located 10 miles north of downtown Cincinnati on 2 U, 3, 
routes; 25 & 42, It is close to restaurants, bars, shopping centers, eto. In 
addition to the usual accouterments of motels, it has a lounge large enough for 
30-40 people. This can be used for bull sessions & card ganes, The swimming pool 
has been promised to be open Uay 26, Bring your suits, (especially you girls],

Nou for some general travel infornat’on,,..Those uno intend driving on any of these 
routes; U.S, 50, 22, 27, or 52 should examine their road maps for "Bypass 50", 
which may save time & distance, This "Bypass 5O" crosses U.S. 25 & 42 about 5 
miles north of the motel.

City buses all pads through Government Souare in dovntown Cincinnati, For those 
who arrive by commercial airlines, or Greyhound Bus, you vill find your bus to the 
motel at Gov't Square. The Greyhound station is 1 block away, The airport is a 
$1.25 ride away. For the latter, tell the driver you want off at the Hotel Gibson, 
If you arrive by train, we suggest a taxi to Gov't Square or to the motel. Taxi 
fares from downtown are about $2.50.

Unuor by the bettie is sold in State stores. They're open from 11 All to 7 PM. 
Closed Sundays A legal Holidays. Ohio ia 2nd only to Virginia in having the 
cheapest liquor in the nation, You nave to be 21 to purchase liquor, also.

Reservations will be a little different this year due to the fact that your first 
day'e rental should accompany your reservation. This should be handled directly 
with NORTH j/Lk£k LDTLLj not us. Their Single rates are $7,50,

12 Twin bedroom units for 2 people at ilO.OO

1G Units rith 2 Double Beds for 2 people at $12,00
3 people at $13,00
4 people at J14.00

2 2 bedroom suites with 2 Double Beds in each room
4 people $18,00
5 & 6 people )19.00
7 & 8 people $20.00

5 3 bedroom suites for 6 people at $20.00 & $22.00

3 2 bedroom suites for 4 people at $18.00

4 Units to accoaodate 3 people at ^12.00

51 Units with 1 Double Bed for 2 people at £9,50 0, L, Barrett, MD
Don Ford 
Lou Tabaka* 
Stan skirvin 
Boy Lavender
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YLEM
Doni

I got quite a kick out of POOK. #1* > hen the mall came in I began to vander 
around asking everybody That a "pooka” was. Everybody had heard the term, but 
nobody knew what It was. So, to end all the suspense I called the Information 
Desk at the Hamilton County public Library, 

v hen the girl answered the telephone, all I Bald v,aa, '* hat Is a pookas

I got the old, “Just a minute pleaea” and then silence. Five minutes passed. 
Sen minutes passed. T»enty minutes passed and then finally a voice. The voioe 
said, "According to an old old English Dictionary, a PookR la an Irish gnome or 
elf that haunts bogs & marshes in the form of a her 8 a,”

Then silence again. That gal v.as biting her tongue to keep from asking That I 
want ad to knar that for, ( The people at the library are not supposed to ask 
such things.) Than mustering her nerve the girl vent on to say that the word 
had been used in the shor, "Srlgadoon*1« Then, muttering in her figurative beard, 
she said goodbye and hung up.

Thought you * ould like to hear about my adventures. Keep the POOKA coming, 
looks good.

Fred U, Schwartz 974 Debts Lane Cincinnati 29, Ohio

( O.K, Fred, try her on YLEM )

Dear Doni

My birthday, however, is November Sth, which invalidates your theory, of course,

Larry Shas* 143 Sullivan St, t12 New York 12, N. Y,

( Not at all. Only gives additional proof.)

Dom

That little green monster v ith the hypo of mlmeo Ink finally got to D°h Ford, 
Continue to send POOKA to me, please, ao that I can find out if PC OKA is like 
whiskey., .improving with age.

Dale Tarr 541 Slack Street Cincinnati 10, Ohio

( v hat about women 7 ]
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Ken Bulmer tells me that magazine collecting ia not too coinmon in England, Ho was 
quite surprised at the ccllectlona he’d seen over here in the U.S. Of Course, we 
tend to sort of belittle our own collections, after hiving seen that of Dr. Barrett*

Another collection that I've had the chance to look over quite extensively is that 
belonging to Darrell Richardson. Darrell v as a Baptist Minister in S, Ft. Mitchdll, 
Kentucky for a number of years* This is In the Greater Cincinnati area and he 
attended quite a few meetings of the CHUItn^TI. FANTASY GROUP.

About 2 years ago ne enlisted in tne Ar .my as a Chaplain A had to store hl a collection 
at nla mother’s house In Missouri. Darrell rented a truck to haul everything out 
tnere & had a load of 10,000 pounds of Just books & magazines.

So, you can see that, locally, ve don't do any bragging about our collections. How­
ever we all tend to he somewhat proud of our possessions. Ve of the pack rat in— 
atincta* Secretly, we delight in having an item or twn that Doc doesn’t have, or 
Darrell doesn't have. It's Just human nature.

Anyway, to the indifference and perhaps disiiks of the Majority of QUPA members, 
I’m going to devote a number of pages to collecting & related matters. Since I 
cannot hope to please every one of you, I'm going to take that part about being 
experimental in OMPA rather literally. In short I’m going to try to please myself. 
If you don’t like any portion of POOKA, skip over to the next page. However, don't 
say it’fl crud or that it stinks, just because you do not happen to like that parti­
cular subject matter.

One of the hardest parte about trying to collect a certain magazine is the finding 
out of how many issues there were; their dates* etc. Often very far people collect 
much outside tha science fiction & fantasy field* Thus, if you're trying to run 
down DOC HA7AG3, as an example, you hardly ever run across anyone who knows much 
about that magazine. Only a few old time collectors can give you much information.

So, I'm going to start a continuing series of indexes. There have been a number of 
indexes published so far, I know* but I decided to issue an index that is like my 
own working index that I use all ".he time. If you will save the index sheets from 
this & future issues of POOKA, you'll end up with a working checklist of your own. 
The information gathered and passed on to you via these Index sheets has been 
acquired over a period of 24 years.

I still need information on various magazines and if you have any bits to add, 
please write them to me. You'll see a notice on page 6,

I've also got a pile of duplicates.,,must have at least 500 duplicates sitting 
here with me in my basement room that houses my collections. You'll find a Hat 
of these on pageo 12 & 13* i!m most anxious to get rid of them, especially to 
seme one in the Sterling areas. Reason: build up my credit, for a future trip 
t" Britaini If you see anything listed that interests you, drop me a letter 4 
I -1 reply with details on condition, price, etc. On most items listed I have 
mere than one copy.

mini isntit-tf f H»»« ...... mmttmtHfHH fuusiunun ma
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If I car teatrain my vocal diarrhea enough, I may be able to comment on #6 mailing* 
Thia Is going to be my last page for this issue, that’s for sure,

I v>aa counting on the 2 ’’Stenafax” stencils to serve in lieu of artwork. However, 
thia being ray first venture Into running Stonafaxea, the 1st try goofed. That's 
page 14, The one for the MUR ESTCON didn’t do too badly. That I’m going to have 
to get for any future work is a screen to fit under oath the ink pad. Mark it 
down as acquiring experience for me, I agree it’s crud and will do better on it 
the next time I tackle it.

ab for OITA #6 mailings, I’.n not going to oorament too extensively on any mailing, 
I feel that comments of a lengthy nature represent nothing more than padding, I 
plan to comment on the mags that struck me as being particularly g-sod or interest­
ing, No coraaent on your mag dooan’t mean I think it’s had; merely that I didn’t 
think it was above average,

TU‘i-YUII,. .John Roles Veil done. The first time I’ve ever read a clean
partviy to a dirty poem/song. The colof mimeographing represented a lot of work,

KA «• ,?iark Schulz Inger Liked the "Clevention Sketchbook” i your Stenafax.

HARD LIirdS...The 2 Lyons’ Enjoyed the whole mag. Artwork is greatl If I was 
single I’d look around for an artist like Pat & sign her up to a long tern contract,

SCHNERDLITIS,. .Nigel Lindsay The artwork & the last half of the mag appealed to ma. 
The rest was so esoteric it *as completely over my head.

HOFFMAN combo* t.Lae Hoffman For being rather thin & skimpy, It came off quite 
well. Ended up by having more good material than most of the others in the mail­
ing. V ill be expecting larger and greater things in {7, though, 

IflDRPH.. .John Holes I liked thia one very much. The account of your army
life was interesting to me. Never would have thought such a personal account would 
be. Your descriptions, however, are the things that carry it off so well. V onder 
if I could pass the Rupee note, here in town ? If I wasn’t such a completist, I’d 
try it, 

SCOMISCHE. .Uthel Lindsay ’’The Epidemic” was nicely done, I enjoy satire,

TIOT...Jan Jansen For the rest of my life I’ll always wonder what was
originally written on page 4.

NOISE LEVEL. .John Brunner dnjoyed ’’Cat’s Cradle”, t ant to read more articles 
on Jazz. Hope you have some scheduled.

I’d like very nil Ch to purchaee/trade or v.hat have you, the first 5 mailings of 
OITA. Can anyone help me out T

DON FORD



1950 
1951

1952

1953

1954

1951

1939 
1940
1941 
I960 
1951 
1952

1940 
1941 
1942
1943 
1944
1945

1939 
1941 
1947
1948 
1949
1950 
1951 
1952

1941

1946

DUPLICATES
GALAXY IF

Oct Nov Dea 1953 Sept; 1954 July
Jan Feb Iter Apr May June 
July Aug Sept Oct Nov Deo 
J-n Feb Apr J.Uy June July IMAGINATION
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Jun Feb liar Apr •'»’ 1950 Oct* Deo
, r* Sept 1951 Feb' Apr June Sept Nov
Jan 19 52 Jan Mar Hay July Sept

1954 Sept

MYSTERIOUS TRAVE IE R 
MAGAZINE OF FANTASY 4 SCIENCE FICTION

Nov 
1949 Fall 
1950 Spring Bunner Fall pec

MARVEL 1951 Feb Apr June Aug Oct Dec
1952 Feb Apr June Aug Sept Oct

Feb, Apr-Hay, Aug, Dec Nov Doc
Nov 1953 Jan Feb liar May July Aug
Apr 
Nov 
Fab May Aug Nov OTHER WORLDS
May 

1949 Nov 
1950 Jan Iter May July Sept Oct Nov

PLaNET 5T0RIL3 1951 Jan Kar May July Sept Oct DM

Bunner Fall V.Inter
Spring Fall Winter 
Bommer Vinter
Mar May Fall Winter 
Summer Fall Winter 
3pr ing Summer Fall

1952 Mar

SUSPENSE

1951 Spring Summer Fall
1952 Winter (complete eet of 4 ieauee)

STARTLING STORIES SPACE SCIENCE FICTION

Mar 1940 Fov
May 1945 Mar Fall
Mar Sept Nov

1952 May ( let issue )

Jan Mar May July Sept Nov 
Jan Mar May Nov

SCIENCE FICTION (pARTERLY

Jan Mar July Sept Nov 
Jan Mar May July Sept Nev

#1, 2, 3 1951 Nov

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June 
July Aug

SUHiR SCIENCE

May

THE SHADOW
Dec

’ STRANGE

1962 Mar May

TWO COMPIETE SCIENCE-ADVENTURE

#1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10

WORLD’S BEYOND
1950 Dec 19g! Jan, Feb (complete eet)



AMAZING STOBER ASTOUNDING

1946 Nov Dao * ♦ * 1944 May 1946 July NOT
1947 Jan Mar Apr May July Aug 1947 • June Nov A

Sept Oct Nov 1948 Aug Oct
1948 Jan Fab Ear May June July Nov Dec

Aug Oct Nov Dec 1949 Feb Apr July Aug Sept oat
1949 Jan Feb Mar May Aug Deo Nov D®c
1950 Jan Feb liar Apr May June 1950 Jan Feb liar Apr May June

July Aug Sept Nov Deo July Aug Safjt Oat Nov pec
1951 Jan Fab liar Apr May June 1951 Jan Feb Mar .Apr May June

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Deo July Aug sept Oo t Nov Dea
1952 Jan Feb liar Apr ilay June 1952 Jan Feb liar Apr May June

July Aug Sept July Aug Sept Oct Nov Doc
19 54 Nov 1953 Jan Feb Mar Apr May

AVON FANTASY BEADEB AVON SCIENCE FICTION READffi

Complet8 set of all 18 Issues #1. 3

BLGEBOOK BEYOND DOC SAVAGE

1948 Way 1949 Aug #9 1937 Feb

DYNAGC SCIENCE STORIES FANTASY FICTIOn/stORIES

1939 Feb, Apr-Hay (Complete set af 2) 1950 l^y Nov (Complete eat of 2)

FAI HUB FANTASTIC IIYSIUIESfantastic story qm-jn^Li/iAGAziiiE

1950 Spring Sumner Fall 1942 Deo 1948 Aug 1949 June
1951 Summer Fall 1950 Aug 1951 July oat 1952 Feb,Apr
1952 Summer Sept
1953 Jan FANTASTIC KOVEW

FANTASTIC AD VENTURIS 1940 Nov 1941 Jan
1948 Mar May July Sept Nov

1942 Feb 1946 Nov 1949 Jan Mar May July Sept NOV
1947 Jan May July Sept Oct Nov Deo 1950 Jan Mar May July Sept Nov
1948 Mar June Sept Oct Nov Dec 1951 Jan Apr June
1949 Feb Apr Oct Dec
1950 Jan Feb liar Apr MAy June 

July Aug Sept Oct Nev Deo
FANTASTIC

1951 Jan Feb liar Apr May June 
July Aug Sept Oct Nov Deo

1952 Fall Summer 1954 June

1952 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July GALAXY SCIENCE FICTION NOVELS

FUTURE *4, 5, 6. 7, 9. 10. 11, 12, 14

1942 Aug 1950 May-June, July^-Aug, Nov
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